
Th e minds behind a new planning and 
design course want to teach community 
leaders and advocates the ins and outs of 
the city’s planning process. 
 Howard Tam (Th ink Fresh Group) 
and Jennifer Chan (Exhibit-Change) 
are looking to educate engaged Toronto 
residents looking to make a change, but 
who may not know the intricacies of the 
development approval process.
 “I do a lot of work in community planning 
and community advocacy, and one of the 
things I recognized, is that for community 
groups, there was always a lack of informa-
tion out there about the planning system,” 
Tam said. “It’s a large black box that people 
don’t know how to access.”
 Th e course, which will be a weekly work-
shop on a series of topics, will essentially 
be planning 101, with special emphasis 
on community-based planning. While 
the curriculum has not been fi nalized, a 
draft  includes topics such as planning law, 
development fi nancing, urban activism 
and a design charrette. 
 Tam and Chan are partnering with 
planning experts to design the course, and 
would like to have guest lecturers for some 
of the topics. Th ey have also partnered with 
Jane’s Walk Toronto to off er some practical 
courses based on city neighbourhoods.
 Th e course will also focus on “unplanning”—
creative urban initiatives that are not created 

through tradition planning parameters, but 
are a positive addition to the city.
 Tam points to Scadding Court Community 
Centre’s Market 707 project as a good idea 
that emerged outside of traditional planning 
process. Th e cargo container market, which 
houses pop-up commercial space in recycled 
shipping containers in the community 
centre’s courtyard, has attracted lots of 
positive attention throughout the city. (For 
more on Market 707, see the July 26 edition 
of NRU.)
 Scadding Court had very few formal 
planning approvals before it moved ahead, 
Tam said. But since the idea was innovative 
and widely praised, it was accommodated 
within the planning system, he added.
 Tam is looking for people with similar 
ideas to take his course, where they can 
learn the traditional planning approach, as 
well as unplanning approaches—ways to 
be inno-vative without full participation 
in the process. 
 “[We’re looking] for anyone in the public 
who has a great planning project in [his 
or her] community, be it starting a local 
farmer’s market to re-visioning a space 
to include more public space and more 
transit,” he said.
 To learn more about the course, visit the 
Designing Toronto website. Tam is also 
conducting a survey to gauge what topics 
to cover in the course. nru
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OCTOBER 28
Community Development and Recreation 
Committee, 9:30 a.m., committee room 1

OCTOBER 30
Executive Committee, 9:30 a.m., 
committee room 1

NOVEMBER 4
Board of Health, 1:00 p.m., committee room 1

NOVEMBER 5
Toronto Preservation Board, 2:00 p.m., 
committee room 4

NOVEMBER 6
Budget Committee, 9:30 a.m., committee 
room 1

NOVEMBER 13-14
Council, 9:30 a.m., council chambers

NOVEMBER 13
University of Waterloo Planning Alumni 
of Toronto Annual Dinner, 7:00 p.m., 
Fairmont Royal York Hotel

NOVEMBER 14
Design Review Panel, 12:00 p.m., 
committee room 2

NOVEMBER 18
Government Management Committee, 
9:30 a.m., committee room 1

TTC Meeting

NOVEMBER 19
Etobicoke York Community Council, 9:30 
a.m., Etobicoke Civic Centre

North York Community Council, 9:30 a.m., 
North York Civic Centre

Scarborough Community Council, 9:30 
a.m., Scarborough Civic Centre

Toronto and East York Community Council, 
9:30 a.m., committee room 1

NOVEMBER 20
Public Works and Infrastructure 
Committee, 9:30 a.m., committee room 1
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http://designingtoronto.ca/Files/Designing_Toronto_Curriculum_DRAFT_Oct%202013.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wfvY4672ADD7nqk_vKDWviDeaANnoZriZVQ10MGM9_Y/viewform

